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Evidence-based Pathology and the Pathologic
Evaluation of Thymomas

The World Health Organization Classification Can Be Simplified Inte Only 3 Categories
Other Than Thymic Carcinoma
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ITable 10
Comparison of Major Histologic Classifications of Thymoma

Traditional (Bernatz Kirchner and Suster and

et al, 19611) Muller-Hermelink (1989)F WHO (1999)% Moran (19992
Spindle cell Medullary Type A Thymoma, well-differentiated
— Mixed Type AB Thyrmoma, well-differentiated
— Predominantly cortical Type B1 Thymoma, well-differentiated
Lyrnphocyte-rich Cortical Type B2 Thyrmoma, well-differentiated
Lyrnphoepithelial Cortical Type B2 Thyrmoma, well-differentiated
Epithelial-rich Well-differentiated thymic carcinoma Type B3 Atypical thyrmoma

— High-grade thymic carcinoma Type C Thymic carcinoma

WHO, World Health Organization.

ITable 41
Proposed Terminology for the Histologic Classification of Thymic Epithelial Neoplasms and Their Equivalents in Other Systems
Suster Kirchner and

Proposed Terminology and Moran¥ WHO» Muller-Hermelink!® Bernatz et al! (Traditional)

Well-differentiated thymic carcinoma  Thymoma Types A, AE, B1, Cortical, mixed, medullary, Lymphocyte-predominant, mixed
{thymoma, low-grade or grade ) and B2 predominantly cortical lymphoepithelial, epithelial-

predominant

Moderately differentiated thymic Atypical Type B3 Well-differentiated Epithelial-predominant with cytologic
carcinoma (thymoma, intermediate thymoma thymic carcinoma atypia
grade or grade 1)

Foorly differentiated thymic carcinoma  Thymic Type C High-grade carcinoma —
{thyrmaormna, high grade or grade 1} carcinoma

WHO, World Health Organization.




ITable 1B
Comparison of Major Histologic Classifications of Thymoma

Traditional (Bernatz Kirchner and Suster and

et al, 19611) Muller-Hermelink (1989)'7 WHO (1999)3 Maoran (1999)¥

Spindle cell [v]edulllar\; I\,’pe ’?‘n Ilh\,fmc-ma, We!!—q@ﬁerenya’l[edl

Susier

Propased Terminalagy and Moran® YWHO=

\wal-diferantiatad thymic carcinama  Thymoma Types &, AR, B,
itrymioma, kow-grade of grada 1) and B2

Moderately difterentizted thymic Atypical Type B2
carcinama (ihyTmama, |I'I'|EII'I'I'I-:IIZ|E|:I:- Tz a
grade of grada 1)

Foorty diffarantiated thymic carcinoma  Thymic Tvpe C
{trymioma, high grade or grade 11 carcinoma

WHO, World Health Organization.
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